Hilliard Music Boosters Meeting Minutes – 

(as approved at August 10 Chapter Meeting)
Davidson Chapter

May 11, 2009
Attendance: 

Charles Prior, Janet Prior, Jackie Brown, Ruth Miller, David Handshue, Julie Elliott, Lisa Navaratnam, Jean Truxall, Carla Wittum, Greg Mather, Jeff Keller, Lucille Gill, Donna Weber, Lisa Martin, Dave Handshue, Carol Handshue, Don Ley and Jaron Terry-Smith

The meeting was called to order at approximately 8:00 p.m by chapter president, Randy Smith. 
Acceptance of Minutes

Janet Prior moved to accept with a few typo corrections and “Herb” Herbstreit changed to “Kirk”; Ruth Miller seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report

Randy was notified on his way to the school that the report had just been e-mailed.  He will e-mail to members for whom he has addresses.

Committee Reports:

Chaperones – Ruth Miller – no report at this time.
Concessions – Janet Prior, outgoing Concessions chair, noted that she took excess Davidson merchandise to Weaver, sold all diet Coke, but has a surplus of PowerAde.

Transportation – Mr. Ley reported that we are at a point where Wade Giffin is coming on as Corporate Transportation chair and Jeff Keller as Davidson Transportation, for the 2009-2010 school year.  We are in same spot as two and half years ago – when Mr. Ley first started looking at trucks and got “in the loop,” we had four trucks dying and $12,000 to $13,000 in an account.  Now we are in basically the same situation. He has been talking to people in the District; we were given a bus, but it’s Mr. Ley’s understanding that no one really wants to use that.  We will keep trailers for Davidson and Darby; he’s not sure what Bradley will do.  Mr. Ley feels the best solution is for the District to give us buses as needed and he thinks one trailer and one bus for each school will do.  If that does not work, we should replace the trucks – with the economy the way it is and car dealers in the situation they are in we should probably strike now.  If we were to trade in two trucks and buy two – by working with the Boosters (understanding we have $300,000 in funds).  One new truck for each school; one used truck for each school; give Bradley the bus to use or sell at their discretion (they don’t need a truck as they don’t at this time have a trailer.)  Mr. Ley is thinking it would cost around $25,000 per truck.  Then he suggests we start accounts at each school to deal with a second truck – if Davidson can come up with another $25,000 to get another truck, we should do it – or take as long as needed. As an alternative, rather than buy through the school District, which has to do a bid process through their State bidding process (with them doing all the leg work) he thinks that might be a good deal, too.  

Mr. Ley stressed that we are in “dire need,” as driver safety and the safety of others on the road is becoming a serious issue.  He cited Olentangy losing a trailer last year on the highway and how bad that was and might have been worse.

Mr. Prior asked if next year’s show will require as much equipment.  Mr. Ley said Darby will have the lesser need with dropping their drumline by about half, but that is only a temporary situation.  The trailers are in OK shape, but the trucks need to be replaced. 

A Ford F-350 (large truck) would be a good choice.  Ms. Brown noted that she had called around three years ago to get prices.   Lisa Navaratnam asked if this is a Hilliard or individual chapter problem – answer is that it is a District problem as we do share trucks out of necessity.  She also volunteered to help.  The school district owns the trucks for insurance purposes.  

Randy explained that Mr. Ley has been researching this for more than a year and added that once Mr. Ley’s thoughts are together, he needs to do a proposal and work with chapter transportation chairs who would bring it to the Corporate Transportation chair who in turn would bring it to Corporate Board as a formal proposal.  

Mr. Prior noted that some repairs have been done by the Pit Crew members and so have not even shown up on the bills.  He said that Wade Giffin has been looking at sponsorships from companies and corporations, but he is not technically in office as yet.

Randy noted that Mr. Ley is the most knowledgeable person at this point in time.  Mr. Ley told the group about his having to leave the truck on the highway during Indoor Drumline in the winter of 2008 and then going back two days later to retrieve the truck with Darby having come to rescue the trailer– that is probably the best example of how bad things can get.  In addition, Pit Crew members, along with band equipment, also were stranded on 270 last year  

Mr. Handshue asked when the proposal would go forward.  

Randy said he would encourage Mr. Ley to move forward with working with next year’s officers and begin to put together a formal proposal.  

Randy noted that, aside from money issues and considering timing – it would be easier to wait and put the proposal to the upcoming Board which will be equipped to deal with ongoing issues.

Jeff Keller explained the State bidding process. Greg Mather cautioned that he personally drives a state-purchased vehicle wherein the price was brought down by eliminating side airbags. 

Randy asked that anyone who wanted to make a suggestion to please make it to Mr. Ley or to him,  but to please not begin calling to get prices, as that will be the job of incoming Corporate Transportation chair, Wade Giffin.
Directors’ Reports:
Davidson Band – Dave Handshue thanked the group for a good turnout at the Concert last week.  He said that parents are doing nice work and it helps the Directors a great deal.  Band officer selection for next year is as follows: Kevin Shoup, president; Kyle Smith, vice president; and Janie Wolansky, secretary.
Uniform fittings are done – thanks to Mrs. Hammond and her volunteers.

The May 15 Jazz Concert has been moved to 7:30 p.m. We have graduation on Friday, the 22nd about 5:15 p.m.  Summer calendar changes:  first football game at 3:30 on Saturday at OSU Stadium; look for summer attendance forms later this week.  

Parents who have stepped up on OMEA State Marching Band finals – is on hold as the Reynoldsburg Director is now at Dublin Jerome – once he gets settled there, we will get underway.

Davidson Orchestra – Mark Scholl not able to attend. Randy noted that the Davidson Chamber Orchestra received a very high honor – in being invited to the Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago on Thursday, December 17, at 11:30 – a prime spot.  He said that, in terms of high school performances, this is the pinnacle of success and congratulated Davidson Youth and Mr. Scholl. 
Davidson Choir – Carol Bundy not in attendance, no report at this time.
Weaver Band – Carol Handshue reported that Weaver’s Choir Director, David DeWeese will be retiring, so Weaver will be getting a new choir director.  The orchestra received a Superior rating; the Weaver Symphonic Band will do a similar OMEA competition this Friday at Worthington Kilborne High School just before the Jazz Band concert.  On Monday night we have our Spring concert and awards night; Orchestra on Tuesday; Choir is this Thursday, May 14.  She noted that Mrs. Prior has been very helpful with concessions and Weaver did come out in the black. We are hurting for someone to take charge of that at Weaver.  She asked that parents who know of middle school parents who might be able to do that to please let them know they can be of big help. Janet Prior noted that a table will be in the hallway during the concerts to inform Weaver parents about Davidson music opportunities – she asked for parent volunteers to help staff those.
Old Business:

No old business
New Business:

Randy noted that Corporate Boosters has all new officers and asked Mrs. Prior to comment on Nominating Committee results.  She noted that it is all Davidson parents and so we need to make a good showing; she also explained that at the last Corporate meeting she publicly noted that there were no Darby or Bradley parents on the Corporate slate and provided an opportunity for the group to address that if they saw it as a potential problem.  No Darby or Bradley parents spoke up at that time.  Randy thanked Janet and her committee and commented that he thinks it will be a good year.  New Davidson officers for 2009-2010 are:  Janet Prior, Davidson VP; Jaron Terry-Smith, Secretary; Tim Bowers, Treasurer/POC.  Randy Smith will serve as President, Corporate Music Boosters. 
Venue Fundraising:  Janet reported on Clipper Fundraising opportunity whereby parents and their band members can work the concession stand and earn money toward their band members’ individual accounts – to be used for band fees and/or Disney trip.  Janet asked for a parent to coordinate signups as does not have time during day to create a sign-up sheet for each day.  Donna Weber agreed to do the sign-up sheet.  She has the schedules for Clippers games - they are separated into two groups, so that a fundraising group is not committed for entire season. Clippers are home for 5-6 days then travel.  We will be Group B in June.  Because of the levy failure in Southwestern City Schools, Sodexco was told that Grove City dropped out, however, their band boosters will come back to handle one of the five concession stands.  
Hilliard will get one of Grove City’s concession stands – six people are needed each time.  She will schedule alcohol training – May 15 or May 22.    Payment is $40 per worker – which goes into student’s individual account.  

We are we are committed for OSU Spring Commencement on June 14 – but can use a few more people.  

She then reported that Kroger cards are much easier now – you just have to go to register your Value Customer card at Customer Service as “Hilliard Music Boosters.”  Based upon sales in a given time period, Kroger will determine what percentage of sales will go to each organization.   This replaces the gift card program. Lucille Gill volunteered Steve to do a flyer. 
Adjournment:

Jackie Brown moved to adjourn the meeting; Lisa Martin seconded.  Randy Smith adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:15 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

Jaron Terry-Smith

Hilliard Davidson Chapter Secretary

