Hilliard Music Boosters Meeting Minutes
Davidson Chapter

March 9, 2009
The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:00 p.m by Janet Prior, as Chapter President, Randy Smith is out of town on business.  

Attendance: 
Charles Prior, Janet Prior, Jackie Fessel, Ruth Miller, David Handshue, Pam Hammond, Carol Handshue, Julie Elliott, Ron Seymour, Ginny Falkner, Donna Weber, Amy Yeager, Terri King; Jackie Brown; Steve Gill; Brian Smith; Jaron Terry-Smith

Nominating – Janet Prior, who is Nominating Chair for corporate, presented the tentative slate of officers.  This list represents those who have agreed to take on the positions.  We still need help at the corporate level, but she is not concerned about the Davidson chapter, as there are many involved, interested parents.  This will be voted on April 20 at the corporate meeting for all parents in Hilliard.

Bradley Funding Update:  Janet then presented a recap of last week’s meeting with the three directors and chapter vice presidents.  Bradley needs approximately $6,000-to-7,000 to get started.  The group identified the opportunity to fund by “donating” an equal percentage from each high school’s concessions and the Invitational and Kroger cards.  Neither Davidson nor Darby is overly burdened in this way.  There will be additional discussion at next month’s chapter meeting on April 13, as well as the corporate meeting on April 20. 
Treasurer’s Report:

Nathan VanLandingham began by noting that a typo appears on the date of the Activity update he provided – it is current through February 28, 2009.  “Other Income” is a “bucket” for funds that have come in without paperwork.  He presented data for each high school and alerted directors that there is a significant number of NSF (insufficient funds) checks, which adds up to quite a large amount.  He then presented elementary, sixth grade and middle schools.  He will be making recommendations about making the report more intuitive.  He noted that on page 9 the negative balance for “total student fundraising” is because all student fees have yet to be collected.  He has additional detail on Transportation, if anyone wants to see it, they should just contact him.  
Secretary’s Report:
Jaron Terry-Smith noted presented the February 09 minutes. Ron Seymour made a motion to accept the minutes with correction of “Ms. Galvin at Bradley” and “Mr. Merritt at Darby.” Julie Elliot seconded. Julie Elliot volunteered her son Justin to put minutes on the website going forward
Directors’ Reports:

Davidson Band – Mr. Handshue reported that last week we had great concert on Tuesday and over the weekend Symphonic Band and Wind Symphony each received superior ratings at OMEA, while Concert received an excellent rating – all three performed very well and he thanked parents for supporting.  He noted that if any Symphonic Band members talked about a “really mean” judge, there was one who was not very educational in his approach and Mr. Handshue has sent a letter to the adjudicating body.  The president of OMEA was in the room at the time, so he can shed some light.  Mr. Handshue did not want to “can” the judge, but did not want to see other kids talked to in that manner – especially using the word “awful” to describe students’ efforts.  
This past weekend Winterguard got third place in the state for finals.  The girls and one guy from Davidson, as well as one girl from Heritage, and girls from Darby all participated together.  We are looking at good a foundation for fall 09 Marching Band Guard as there was no “drama” and all kids worked very hard.  
The Jazz Band fundraiser is this Sunday at Scioto Ridge UMC; food from CookShack will be served. Thanks to Charlene Carson from PTO, we got a good price.  Ticket sales so far are 142; not counted yet are Weaver sales
Davidson Orchestra  - Ms. Faulker noted that Chamber Orchestra received straight 1’s at OMEA.  She said the Jazz Band, Boys in Blue and Blue Ladies are performing March 19 at Davidson.  The middle school Honors Orchestra finished and is preparing for Solo and Ensemble contest on April 18.  

Weaver Band - Mrs. Handshue noted that Weaver Band is also preparing for Solo and Ensemble April 18.  She said Weaver had a great concert with Brass Band of Columbus with good attendance from Davidson.  She also combined Concert Band, Cadet Orchestra and Jazz Band recently. Symphonic Band will go to Ridgewood before Spring Break and will be entered in May 15 Large Group contest.   Our last concert is May 18. Mr. Ley talked to 8th graders about Marching Band.   April 1st is first event for concessions. 

Old Business:
There was no Old Business to discuss. 

New Business:  
· Mr. Handshue introduced the new band uniform, which has a mostly blue top with black pants.  The top is blue from a mid-chest horizontal silver stripe up to the neck; black below. An arrangement of silver squares on either side of the stripe forms an “H.”  Sleeves will be blue on top, black on the underside – the gauntlets are also two-toned, which will allow for interesting visuals.  Thanks to the uniform committee that began the process in March of last year.  We will use a short black plume with sparkles within.  Pants use snaps for “auto hemming.”  Uniforms are approximately $240 each; plumes are $35 each.  Field commander uniforms will be a variation and coordinate.  He noted that there are 250 old uniforms to do something with.  He does not want students to have access to the uniforms and go trick or treating, etc. A few years ago some moms cut up the old uniforms to make bears or pillows.  Or we could donate them to an underprivileged school, but not in our area, because we do not want to meet them at a competition.  This uniform transition will be easier than last time when we moved from the “Aussie” hats; most students seemed to like the new look.  

· Cookie Dough fund raiser was kicked off today.  The money can be used for Florida trip or for pay-to-participate fee, if needed.  Incentives this year – if they sell 12 over the course of the sale, they get 13 – baker’s dozen.  Can sell or eat the 13th.  If they sell 30 their individual account will be credited $50; if 50 sold, $100 dollars.  
· The 2009 Fall show, first done in Fall 1996, is the music from the movie, “Gettysburg,” supplemented with Battle Hymn of Republic, Taps and has a great historical perspective.  He said we have become very good at maxing out the potential of our shows, but 13 years ago that could not be said – Mr. Handshue said when he watched the video of the show, he wished he had known then what he knows now.  We will have some new music and update the program; we will be looking for flag makers as he’d like to do flags of the 20th Maine and other battle flags from Gettysburg.  

· Florida Trip – he passed out the tentative Florida itinerary: First day is park hopper; second day is performance so kids will stay at the parade park.  We will have a suntan lotion patrol.  If the bus is filled, the trip is $729 per student.  For every empty seat the price goes up.  With Color Guard our projection for next year’s band is 160.  Even though this year, for the first time, we have more seniors graduating than eighth graders coming in – due to schedule changes at eighth grade two years ago.  
· He the distributed a copy of the 2009 calendar – same as the one online.  Different from last year is June with evening rehearsals the week of the 22nd.  Because next year is just Mr. Handshue and Mr. Ley, they wanted to get started earlier because even though he can hire a supplemental position, that is difficult to find in June.  The focus that week will be music only.  We will probably make a deal with the band that once the show is “on the field,” there will be no Monday rehearsals, but that depends on how results from the week in June come through.  That is a “carrot” for the kids to turn out in June.  Kids who are on family vacation, church camp or otherwise not able to come, can get the music in advance.  We will need as many marchers as possible for Fourth of July parade, with our numbers down.  For contests, we will likely do at least one double-header, but not two.  Venues have not yet been publicized.  

Adjournment:

Julie Elliott moved to adjourn the meeting; Ruth Miller seconded.  Janet Prior adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:55 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted by:

Jaron Terry-Smith

Hilliard Davidson Chapter Secretary

